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ÅDeveloped from collaboration between Carolyn & Rita and CABE MSc 
student Melissa Howse
Å8 graduate students

Å12 BSc honoursstudents (Psychology & Biology)

Å18+ research assistants (NSERC, SURA, MUCEP)

ÅSandra Wright, PhD; Psychology, Grenfell campus 

ÅOriginal idea was to examine social behaviouroccurring between 
ŘƻƎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ άƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭέ ōȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦΦΦ



I. QuidiVidiDog Park



Question 1: What do dogs do in a dog park?

ÅMelissa Howse- first CRU MSc student 
Åvideo-recorded 69 focal dogs 

Åtotal of 220 dogs in videos

Å²ŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ άŎƻŘŜŘέ ŜŀŎƘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ

42 motivationally-neutral behavioursthat focal dogs initiated and 
received





Motivationally Neutral Behaviours:

ÅCoding/describing what is SEEN, without (prematurely) assigning a 
motivationto the behaviour

ÅWhat we think we know about dog behaviouris often not supported 
by evidence...

ÅOne source of misunderstanding is {ŎƘŜƴƪŜƭΩǎ(1947) work on captive 
wolves 
ÅCo-ƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ŘƻƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƎǎ ŀǎ ΩǳǊōŀƴ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΩ





An example: Mounting/Roll-over

ÅMeaning of behaviourcan 
change; context is 
important!

ÅMounting & Roll-overs
ÅClip from Secret Science of the 

Dog Park (2015) Stornaway
Productions

ÅRoll-overs: Norman et al. 
(2016)





Back to the Dog Park

ÅHowseet al. (2018) found:

Ådogs spend time engaging with other dogs and being alone in the 
park

Åsome behaviourswere shown by virtually ALL dogs (e.g., snout-
muzzle contact; 99% dogs)

Åsome behaviourswere rare (e.g., mounting; 4% dogs)

Ålittle to no aggression displayed by any dog; corroborated by 
other work (Northern California, Indiana dog parks)



Question 2: What are the relationships among 
dog...

Social 
Behaviour

PersonalityCortisol

??

?



OttenheimerCarrier et al. (2013)

Å60 dogs (36 M, 24 F) (mean age = 3.2 years old ± 3.0; 81% altered)



Methods


